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participation in the American War. Mere, ns everywhere, Pitt allowed cold reason to rule; and reason suggested that the Bourbons might atone for that stupendous blunder as best they :ould. Besides, the experience of nations, as of families, forbade :hc interference of an outsider in domestic quarrels. Apart from its bearing on Belgian affairs, the French Revolution is .scarcely named in Pitt's correspondence of this time.
Still more curious is it that the letters of George III to his Minister contain not a single reference to the Revolution. This silence- respecting1 events of untold import for all crowned heads .s explicable if we remember that to moat men they seemed but :hc natural outcome of mismanagement and deficient harvests, •vhich statesmanship and mother Nature would ere long set •ight. The pronencss of George to look at everything from his 3wn limited point of view was also at this time emphasized :>y ill health and family troubles, which blotted out weightier ;opics. Thus, on lat May 1789, he declared his annoyance it the sudden return of Prince William from the West Indies ~a proof that his patcrnaJ commands would never bo obeyed. rhc Prince, he says, must now have the same allowance as the Duke of York. " I have," he adds, "but loo much reason to ixpcct no great comfort but an additional member to the opposite faction in my own family." He concludes with the clesiro :hat some arrangement may be made for the Queen and the >r!ncesscs in case of his death; for his whole nervous system has sustained a great shock in the late illness. On 9th June the King again expresses to Pitt his regret that Prince William jcclincs to return to sen. His letters during the rest of that exiting year arc devoid of interest if we except the effort to reconcile Pitt and Thurlow referred to in Chapter XX.
The King's domestic (Ironings arc varied on i*|th January 1790 by an excited declaration that a frigate must be provided xt once in order to convey Prince Kclward, afterwards Duke of Kent, to Gibraltar, as it was of urgent importance that he should it once leave London.1 On 3rd March he records his heartfelt
1 Pitt MSS., 102. No rcnstm la iiss'inncd for thin expatriation, which wna probably duo 10 iho rcuim of the prince from (icncvn w'ulimu puumasion. Chut the commander nl (tilmillnr, General O'JIarii, received n hint lo be Uriel with the yountf prince accim likely from his rebuke on n ini1inj{ accn-jjon; " If ynu do not ilo your duly, I will malic you do it" (" Napoleon mid Sir Hudson Lowe," by K. C. Scalnn, 32).
